
Supporting Your Child’s Reading 
The most effective way to support students’ reading development is to help them enjoy reading. 

Tips: 

 

Reading aloud and sharing stories together can break through the normal routine of 

the day and can provide a much-needed pause, as well as creating a magical 

connection leading to conversations and inside jokes.  

 

Make it a part of your child’s routine.  Offer lots of praise and encouragement. 

 

Think about a quiet space / time for them to read. 

 

How could you introduce reading aloud in your home? 

 

Approach it through a ‘normal’ event. Over dinner, you could mention you’ve been 

reading something and would like your child’s opinion on the topic.  
 

Short extracts from articles about current events are a great way to start this with 

older children who may have gone a long time without being read to in the home. 

 

If you are driving to school or the shops, you could put on an audiobook – the read 

aloud doesn’t have to be your own voice!  
 

This has benefits for families with very busy schedules, who have longer car journeys 

as part of their week or parents who don’t feel confident reading themselves. 

 

Encourage them to follow along with the text as they are listening of you can! 

 

Finding texts for your child 
 

Helping our children to find age appropriate texts will help them to feel success with 

their reading.  Encourage them to read for pleasure - not just for work/lessons. 
 

Where to look: 
 

·         School and community libraries not only offer free access to books, but they 

often also have audio books and e-books that your child could borrow. 

·         Book shops provide a chance for your child to browse and purchase books 

with support from staff, if they wish. Some book shops will have review cards with 

some of their top-picks too. 

·         Audio books can be purchased from devices such as phones, as well as on 

CDs or borrowed from a library.  
 

How to choose: 

·         You could look at fiction books related to topics they are interested in, or 

encourage them to read about it online. 

·         If they’ve enjoyed a book before, encourage them to read another text by the 

same author. 

·         If you are browsing in a shop/library/online, you could read the back of the 

books (blurbs) and a page from the start to help decide whether this feels like 

something they’d like to read more of. 

·         Be mindful about your child’s reading level so that they can access the 

vocabulary the text contains.  

 

(For some students who struggle with reading, books from Barrington Stoke publishers 

and the OUP Super Readable Rollercoasters may be worth exploring). 
 



 

 


