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27 January 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
As we have passed the midpoint of this term, I wanted to touch base with you all and express my 
utter amazement at how well you and your children are coping during our third lockdown period. 
As a school, we are missing having your children in and seeing them every day, but we have 
been so kindly supported by you and are very thankful for that. 
 
Although we have been unable to see the majority of children face to face, we are trying to speak 
to you with regular tutor phone calls (which may be using a withheld number from personal 
phones). I would like to emphasise that you do not have to wait until you are called; if you have 
any concerns or just want to check in, we are available for you as we are during a normal school 
environment.  
 
At this point in Year 9, the children are really putting in the leg work for their prime GCSE years. 
I recognise that self-motivation might be lacking for many young people in our current climate so 
keeping a positive relationship with education is so crucial at this point. The work that they are 
doing now will be used in the future and the effort that the children have been putting in is not 
going to go to waste. Please pass this message on to your children and keep their minds happy 
and healthy moving forward. My recent assembly looks towards the inauguration in America and 
I hope it will inspire Year 9 to not give up on their dreams. 
 
I wanted to say a personal thank you once more for all the time and energy I know that you and 
your families are having to put in to support your children (our students) with their continuing 
education. I am hopeful that they have found the face to face sessions, video and audio 
recordings and the private comment function on Google classroom useful in continuing their 
interaction with class teachers. We understand that you are doing your utmost to keep on top of 
their learning so in addition to the Google guardian function, e-refs and phone call we are also 
going to continue to use WAD to feedback the progress that is being made. Obviously we are in 
a slightly different position for this WAD and so it is going to be adapted to include ‘Engagement 
levels’ as opposed to our usual ‘attitude to learning levels’ which we feel allow for a more informed 
sense of progress. 
 
Lastly, I would like to remind you of our wellbeing areas which house many resources that can 
help with the daily struggles of home learning and mental health challenges that many children 
(and adults) face. We are still here for you and your children, teaching and looking after families 
and pets of our own, so do feel free to contact us and we can work together to resolve any issues 
you may be facing. 
 
Enjoy a well-deserved break over the half term when we get there and I look forward to seeing 
you all face to face one day in the not too distant future. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Mr B Milburn  
Director of Progress and Achievement – Year 9  


