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29 January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
As we pass the midway point of this first half term I thought it would be worth touching base with 
you all. I am sure there are many questions that you have, there has been a huge amount in the 
press about schools and exams recently, not all of it helpful. It is important that we continue to 
communicate with you in regard to what information is actually relevant to you and our school 
and that you all know we are working incredibly hard to get ahead of this, as Wildern always 
does. 
 
At this stage of the term we are now in the full flow of home learning and lockdown feels so 
different this time around. Less light, more of a feeling of containment perhaps. We are very 
aware of how this situation is affecting our students. As the DoPA, I speak to parents everyday 
about their experiences at home. It really solidifies the understanding for me that although we 
are all in this situation together, our individual experience of it is so very different in each and 
every home. The only thing that would seem to be universal is that kindness helps. 
 
Please be aware that your children have multiple ways of keeping in touch with us here. All 
teachers are contactable on Google Classroom or through the school email system. Teachers 
and tutors are having ‘touch base sessions’ and have been making calls to all homes in order to 
see how their tutees are doing. I please urge all of the Year 11s to engage in these touch base 
sessions, even if you have nothing you want to say. Just seeing some familiar faces and getting 
that buzz of having lots of excited people in one place can do wonders so please do make sure 
they are logging on. 
 
Remember that support is available to them in the wellbeing areas of the school website, 
including links to organisations and wellbeing applications, like ThinkNinja. 
 
As we go through work it may be necessary for staff to call you. This is always done from a caring 
angle, to check if more support can be given. We all do completely understand how difficult it can 
be, we are all living with the same stresses and difficulties at home also. Please be aware that if 
these calls are being made from home, as they often are, that the number phoning you may be 
from a withheld number so please do answer and please be honest about what we could do to 
help. 
 
Overall I am incredibly proud of how our year group is rising to this situation. We know how 
challenging this situation is and there is fake news out there regarding GCSE results and how 
these will be awarded. However, you may have seen in the media that there has been a 
Government consultation on how GCSEs will work and Mrs Oakley shared this consultation with 
all parents. Nothing has been decided fully on how grades will be awarded and I know for some 
of our students this is not what they want to hear. I know that for some this puts more pressure 
on what they are doing now but it is important for you to know that we will share information about 
the grades process when this is confirmed and there is clarity. My message to our students is 
quite simple. If they are working well, completing their work to a good standard then they should 
carry on proving to us what they can do. Chip away at the work and keep going in every single 



one of their subjects, all are equally as important. If they are not working as well as they know 
they are capable of then they still have enough time to show us what they can do and demonstrate 
the knowledge they have.  
 
That being said maintaining a work - life balance is crucial as you will all know from your adult 
lives. Please do what you can to develop a routine with your household. Exercise and down time 
is as important for them as it is for us all. Your children do not need to be spending every hour of 
the day working, just encourage them to make sure that what they are handing in is purposeful 
and that it reflects what they are capable of at their best. Help us to keep adding bit by bit to their 
pot of evidence for their grade. 
 
We are here to guide your children through their GCSEs. We always have been and always will 
be and do that very well at Wildern. But what we cannot do is do the hard work for them. I have 
an overview and get to see better than most how difficult these times are for you all. I have no 
intention at all of adding extra stress or pressure. As long as your children can put their hand on 
their hearts and say that they are giving a good account of themselves and are trying their best 
then that is all they can do and all anyone will expect from them. Once we know more or have 
confirmation of plans you will all be the first to know. In many ways showing what they can do 
over weeks and months is easier than doing it in one exam. Look for the positives and focus their 
energy on what they can control as opposed to what is out of their control and most importantly, 
keep in touch and keep going. 
 
I hope to see you all very soon. 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
Mr G Denman  
Director of Progress and Achievement – Year 11  


