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23 June 2022 
 
Dear all Parents and Carers 
 
I am writing to you all to formally inform you that as of September I will no longer be your child’s DoPA. 
This morning in tutor time students were made aware of this through a video that I recorded for them. After 
a brilliant 10 Years I am leaving Wildern School to run a Design and Technology department, which is an 
opportunity that I couldn’t miss. 
 
This is a move I have considered for a long time and have not taken lightly. I am incredibly proud of my 
year group and feel very sad and emotional to be leaving. Your children have impressed me so much with 
their resilience and kindness and although for some, the post Covid transition has been challenging, I have 
enjoyed every day. There are students within this year group that are the most exciting and wonderful 
young people that I have ever worked with and I am so sad that I won’t get to see what they become. 
Needless to say I will be keeping an eye on their progress and taking a keen interest in the wonderful 
things I know they will achieve. 
 
As you can imagine the transition for us is something that has been carefully planned and considered. 
Moving forward Mr Kinnaird will be taking the year group into their Year 8 and beyond. Mr Kinnaird is new 
to Wildern but is an experienced member of staff with a history of working in pastoral. Rest assured we 
have been working with him already to prepare him for the transition to make it as seamless as possible. 
Please bear in mind that he will of course need time to settle in and understand the needs of all students. 
The insight that I have into the year group and the individuals comes with experience and time with them. 
All important information will be conveyed to him in preparation for his start. Mr Kinniard will also be 
assisted by Miss Wiley who has been my Assistant DoPA for the past year. 
 
It is important for all students that the last few weeks of the year are as normal as possible. I remain the 
DoPA until the summer and will be as engaged in my year group as I have been since September. We still 
have many exciting things to look forward to between now and then and I am looking forward to ending 
the year on a high. 
 
All that remains to say is thank you for all of your hard work and support with these incredible young people 
over the last year. There have been highs and lows, lovely conversations and difficult conversations but 
all in all you have been supportive of us and what we are trying to achieve for your children in what have 
been difficult circumstances. 
 
Keep believing in what your children can achieve. The teenage years are always tough but Wildern School 
genuinely offers more opportunities than anywhere else I can think of. I know they will go on to be 
incredible, safe in the hands of a team of staff who I will miss terribly. 
 
All the best 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr G Denman 
Director of Progress and Achievement – Year 7 
 
 


